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HOUSE BI LL 2161

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Hasegawa and Chase

Read first time 02/21/2005. Referred to Conmttee on Technol ogy,
Ener gy & Conmuni cati ons.

AN ACT Relating to creating a legislative task force to study
t el ecommuni cati ons and information technol ogy; creating a new section;
and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1)(a) A legislative task force on
tel ecomuni cations and information technol ogy is established. The task
force shall consist of the follow ng nenbers:

(1) Seven nenbers from each of the two |argest caucuses of the
senate, appointed by the president of the senate; at |east one nenber
from each caucus shall be a nenber of the senate |abor, commerce,
research, and devel opnent conm ttee;

(1i) Seven nenbers from each of the two |argest caucuses of the
house of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the house of
representatives; at |east one nenber fromeach caucus shall be a nenber
of the house technol ogy, energy, and comruni cations commttee;

(1i1) Five menmbers representing tel econmunications and information
industries including but not limted to cable industry representati ves,
broadcast and print nedia, and internet representatives, appointed
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jointly by the president of the senate and the speaker of the house of
representatives; and

(iv) Five nmenbers representing consunmer groups and the general
public, including community-based noncommercial mnedia, appointed
jointly by the president of the senate and the speaker of the house of
representatives.

(b) I'n addition, the departnent of infornation services and office

of financial managenent shall cooperate with the task force and
maintain a liaison representative, who shall be a nonvoting nenber.
The departnent shall cooperate with the task force and provide

information as the chair nmay reasonably request. The task force shal
choose its chair fromanong its nenbership.

(2) The task force shall review the follow ng issues:

(a) Taxation of tel econmunications, cable, and internet services;

(b) Sales taxes as related to online comerce;

(c) Taxes on radio and tel evision adverti sing;

(d) Taxes on satellite services;

(e) Use of public rights of way by the entities in (a) through (d)
of this subsection;

(f) The inpact of these taxes on the revenue needs of |ocal
governnents; and

(g) The inpact of changing technol ogies and universal service
polici es.

(3) The task force, where feasible, may consult with individuals
fromthe public and private sector or ask such persons to establish an
advi sory conm ttee.

(4)(a) The task force shall use legislative facilities, and staff
support shall be provided by senate commttee services and the house of
representatives office of program research. The task force may hire
additional staff with specific technical expertise if such expertise is
necessary to carry out the mandates of this study.

(b) Legislative nenbers of the task force shall be rei nbursed for
travel expenses in accordance with RCW 44.04.120. Nonl egi sl ati ve
menbers, except those representing an enployer or organization, are
entitled to receive conpensation in accordance with RCW 43.03. 240 and
be rei mbursed for travel expenses in accordance with RCW43.03. 050 and
43. 03. 060, such reinbursenment to be paid jointly by the senate and the
house of representatives.
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(c) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, the expenses of
the task force shall be paid jointly by the senate and the house of
representatives.

(5) The task force shall report its findings and recommendati ons to
the | egislature by Decenber 1, 2006.

(6) This section expires July 1, 2007.

--- END ---
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